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“While considerable attention has been given to the research component, the needs of the change agent
—the designer— has been less adequately addressed.” (ARCC 2022)
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Paying attention to the designer, the student

Lack of empathy — faculty to student, student to student, student to client
e Faculty-to-Student

“Recent conversations about Studio Culture and Learning & Teaching Culture have done a lot to
raise awareness about and ultimately mitigate the ill effects of toxic environments that exist in some

architectural curricula.” AIAS Report from May 5, 2020 ARE THE KIDS ALRIGHT?
A Perspective of How Covid-19 is Affecting Architecture Students https://www.aias.org/are-the-kids-alright/

“Why don’t you have a laptop?”; “Why don’t you have a camera? You’re an architecture student.”;

“Why are you working so much when you are supposed to be focused on school?”
Demar Matthews, “A Black Architecture Education Experience,” accessed January 29, 2022, https://archinect.com/features/
article/150132758/a-black-architecture-education-experience.

e Students lacking adequate funds for software and appropriate computers
e BIPOC students feel isolated
e BIPOC students have never met an architect who looks like them

e “ _.why is what we are learning in school almost entirely Eurocentric?”
Demar Matthews, “A Black Architecture Education Experience,” accessed January 29, 2022, https://archinect.com/features/
article/150132758/a-black-architecture-education-experience.

Unconscious or implicit bias, Faculty lacking cultural competency, Students who must work potentially

considered “lazy or less dedicated”
Alice Liao. 2019. “Practice: Increasing Diversity and Inclusion,” Architect 108 (5): 66.
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e Faculty-to-Student

e Student-to-Student

“Going on these dates initially was a very unattractive idea to me. | felt as though | had found my people
and | was comfortable where | was. After having experienced this, | realize | was very wrong. Talking to
people that share even one similar interest with me (architecture) has been very enlightening and | have
loved it thus far. | realize many people here share the same passions, opinions, and interests with me.
While it is an assignment technically, | have brought myself to talk to more people outside of my comfort
zone as this year has gone on, and i’'m (sic) very thankful for it.”

“I did not see the point of these dates at first because | have been with these groups for the past three
years. However, | figured out that in the time | spent with the state is that | learned more about them
just by spending time getting coffee with them than | did all those three years. I’'ve discovered more
about their families, their interests, their personalities, and how they are outside of the studio. Also,
you learned a lot more about what people consider a date, like they go out to eat or get coffee, but you
also know about them like what food they like to eat and how they want to take their coffee orders. |
also learned a lot about myself.”

“By going on these dates, | realized how much of a bubble | have been in throughout architecture
school.”
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Paying attention to the designer, the student

Lack of empathy — faculty to student, student to student, student to client
e Faculty-to-Student

e Student-to-Student
¢ Student-to-Client/Community Partner

“I do think there is some sort of experimenting that happens, but is that a bad thing?”

“I also think that the ‘clients’ are/should be expecting something a little different from a regular home. It is

FREE. You can not (sic) argue with that.”

“They are getting something that they want virtually for free. No one can argue about getting something for
free. A client getting something for free is more open to ideas as opposed to a client who is paying.”
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Paying attention to the designer, the student
Lack of empathy — faculty to student, student to student, student to client

Toxic architecture education

e “Hidden Curriculum” - Thomas Dutton

“Gender and Racial Bias in Design Juries” - Mark Paul Frederickson

Lack of faculty or professional mentors that look like them

Competitive studio culture

Tearing students down to build them back up

Competition to please the professor



Methodology and Findings

Paying Attention to the Designer
Research into Client Needs
Empathy Exercises

Student Agency & Hierarchy
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that are framed to result in formal geometry or technological solutions with those that place high priority on
meeting social and/or human needs. (AIA 2022, 24)
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and accountability. Support cross-identity mentoring. (See the Mentorship and Sponsorship guide.) (AlA 2022,
34)
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GOVERNANCE

“Be aware of ways white supremacy is manifested.” (AIA 2022, 21)

STUDIO CULTURE

Center empathy. Offer a more human-centered focus during design studios. Balance the number of studios
that are framed to result in formal geometry or technological solutions with those that place high priority on
meeting social and/or human needs. (AIA 2022, 24)

FACULTY SUPPORT

Equip current faculty to continue to develop empathy with students, staff, and peers that are of different
identities. Knowing that developing empathy requires encouragement, awareness, knowledge, skills, practice,
and accountability. Support cross-identity mentoring. (See the Mentorship and Sponsorship guide.) (AlA 2022,
34)

CONSIDER

“We are all related.” Summary of a quote from a Third Year Graduate Student, Large Public PWI, American
Indian (Sicangu Lakota), Female, 30 (AIA 2022, 42)

I’'ve heard deans talk about how we are so stuffed with accreditation requirements, that there is no room for
me to teach public-interest design to freshmen or sophomores. (Part of a quote from an Associate Professor at
a Mid-Size, Public, University for 7 Years, Non-Profit Founder and Director for 30 Years, White, 60’s, He/Him/
His) (AIA 2022, 46)



Research into client needs

Reading “Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City” by Matthew Desmond
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Meeting with clients such as Habitat for Humanity and Starkville Strong
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Research on Memorial Studio Topics
Opioid Epidemic

e Jacqueline Lee
e Ruthie Southall

TIMELINE OF THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC.

Discovery

of Opium
Mesopotamia, 3400 B.C.
Poppies were cultivated in lower
Mesopotamia, and the Sumerians.

would refer to the Opium Poppy as
“Hul Gil" or the “Joy Plant™

Morphine & <«
The Civil War —
United States, 1861-1865
Morphine was commonly used as a
painkiler during the Civi War. Since
n soldiers were dependent on
the post-war morphine
adclction was hnomn as soldier's

Goverment <
Intervention
United States, 1909, 1914
1n 1909, Congress passed the Opium.
Exclusion Act, and n 1914, congress
Gram s B
Tex Act, which made opioids only
available by prescription to limit

3400 B.C-

1950 A.D.

Invention of
Morphine
Germany, 1806

German chemist Friedrich Wilhelm
Adam Serturner isolated 3 substance
from opium, which he Iabeled “mor-
phine” after Morpheus, the God of
dreams.

Introduction
of Heroin
Germany & U.S., 1898

Heroin was synthesized as a deriva-
tive of morphine, and German compa-
ny Bayer offered Heroin as a cough
supressant, causing a spike in opioid
addiction across the United States.

Opioid Brands

Become FDA Approved

United States, 1950

Drugs need to be FDA approved in
order to be safe to sell in the United
States. Many opioid-derivative
brands, including codeine, morphine
and oxycodone, were still allowed to
be prescribed, even with their nega-
tive side effects.

World Health
Organization
Worldwide, 1969

The World Health Organization (WHO)|
abandoned belef that he medical

use of morphine inevtiably led to
patients dependence.

Crack ~
Epidemic

United States, early 1980s
In addition to Opioids becoming an
increosing Isugi the Unitad States,
e o ach coldemls begant ek o
koo Ao Kok an et
causing the increase of addictions.
S el e

Oxycontin
Marketing
United States, 1998

The creators of Oxycontin, the
pharmaceautical company Purdue
Pharma, spent over $200 million on
the marketing of Oxycontin.

Recreational <
Opioid Use
United States, 1999-2003

Asudden spike in opioid overdose
deaths was seen in the United States,
with Oxycontin receiving backlash.
People who have admitted to using
Oxycontin recreationally increased
from 400,000 in 1999 to 2.8 million

Other Ways to
Relieve Pain
United States, early 1970s

Doctors began to 100k for other
sources to relieve medical pain due to
the increasing stigma around opioids.
Other ways to relieve chronic pain
including nerve-block operations,
surgeries, and other non-pharmaceu
tical methods

Opioids Reintroduced
in Medicine
Worldwide, 1986

New quidelines created by the World
Health Organization recommend
opioid use in cancer treatments if
there are no other options available.

Increase in
Opioid Prescriptions
United States, 1997-2002

Morphine prescription increase: 73%
Hydromorphone increase: 96%
Fentanyl increase: 226%

Oxycodone increase: 402%

American
Consumption <
of Opioids ]
United States, 2009

Statistic come out to show that U.S.
patients consume 99% of the world's
hydrocodone and 81% of the world’s
oxycodone.

Drug-
Dependent <
Infants

United States, 2013

Reports begin to show that some
27,000+ babies are born drug-depen-
dent in the United States. This is
known as Neonatal Abstinence Syn-
drome.

Covid-19 &
Ve -

Opioid e

Overdose

United States, 2020

During the Peak of the Covid19

pandemic, mare than 93,000 Ameri-

cans diedfrom drug overdoses, with

roughly 255 overdose deaths per day.
National Covid-19 deaths hovered at

approximately the same number. L 5

2007-

2020

Action Against
Big Pharma
United States, 2007
Purdue Pharma is sued by the FDA,
ot hei misleading ads, mistepre-
Senting tho ks of thelrbrand of
rescription Opiakd OxyConti.

Second Wave of
Opioid Epidemic
United States, 2010

1n 2010, there is shift in the opioid
epidemic, with a rapid increase in
overdose death involving heroin as
opposed to prescription opioids.

Third Wave of
Opioid Epidemic
United States, 2013

In just a few years. the epidemic
shifts again, with the rise of synthetic
opioids. llicitly manufactured fentan-
ylis seen as the main culprit in
overdose deaths.

Sacklers
Win Lawsuit

United States, 2021

The Sackler family. who made billions
from OxyContin, win immunity from
Opioid Lawsuits. OxyContin adver-
tisements in the late 1990's are seen
as a main cause in the Opioid Epidem-
ic.



Research on Memorial Studio Topics
Opioid Epidemic

e Jacqueline Lee
e Ruthie Southall

people have died from overdose since 1999

adults misused opioids in 2019

Americans died from overdose during Covid-19

Americans now receive treatment for opioid abuse

increase in opioid death in Black Americans

30%

of people who use heroin
first misued prescription opioids.

of people using an opioid for chronic
pain develop an opioid use disorder.

of patients prescribed opioids for
chronic pain misuse them.

OPIOID EPIDEMIC IN NUMBERS.



Research on Memorial Studio Topics

AIDS Epidemic
e Ethan Weinstein

AIDS TIMELINE

FIRST CASE OF THE ILLNESS THAT WILL
BECOME KNOWN AS AIDS.

THE TERM AIDS (ACQUIRED IMMUNODEFI-
CIENCY SYNDROME) IS FIRST USED BY CDC.

SEPT.
o
1983 CDC IDENTIFIES MAJOR ROUTES OF AIDS
TRANSMISSION
SEPT.
-]
1983 CDC IDENTIFIES MAJOR ROUTES OF AIDS
TRANSMISSION
—

FDA LICENSES FIRST COMMERCIAL TEST TO
DETECT AIDS VIRUS ANTIBODIES IN BLOOD

PRESIDENT REGAN MENTIONS AIDS FOR THE
FIRST TIME PUBLICLY

THE VIRUS THAT CAUSES AIDS IF OFFICIALLY
NAMED HIV

CDC FINDS HIV RATES DISPROPORTIONATE IN
BLACK AND HISPANICS IN THE US

MAR.
3 Activist Ryan White testifies before the U.S.

1988 Presidential Commission on AIDS about the
impact of HIV-related stigma

CDC REPORTS THAT AIDS CASES HAVE
REACHED 100,000 IN THE US

AIDS BECOMES THE LEADING CAUSE OF
DEATH FOR AMERICANS AGED 25-44

First annual observance of National Black
HIV/AIDS Awareness Da

U.S. lifts travel and immigration ban that
barred entry to the U.S. by people living with
HIV or AIDS

FDA APPROVES TRUVADA FOR prEP

FIRST HUMAN TRIALS OF AN HIV VACCINE
USING NEW mRNA TECH START




Empathy Exercises

Pre- and Post-surveys
Reflections
Examining inherent bias and internalized privilege
Role playing exercises — Daniel Pink and protagonist studies
e Development of the protagonists aid the students in Pallasmaa’s idea of understanding life,

as discussed in “Empathetic and Embodied Imagination: Intuiting Experience and Life in
Architecture.”



Protagonist Stories

Mixed-Use, Multi-Family Housing in Chicago

career - home
career - office

timeline vears A

prioritieshous

the ARCHITECTM|

The ARCHITECT is a single woman of 35 who runs
her own architectural practice. She is an extremely
hard worker with her career being her absolute main
priority. She works downtown, but prefers living
a ways outside of the city in a more ‘cultural’ envi-
ronment. It is not unusual for her to work very late
nights, both at her office and apartment.

BN | personal

college student

the BUSINESSMAN

The YOUNG BUSINESSMAN is a newcomer to the big city,
who just got a ‘big job’ at a major accounting firm. He is a
recent college graduate and very lively individual who prefers
a lifestyle mixing both work and play. The city is all new, but he
is enthusastic about embracing the vibrance and excitement
that it offers

Y personal
[ entertainment

college student

high school student

the SINGLE Mo T

The SINGLE MOM is about 25 years old, and a native of PrIOTHIES hous
the city. She got married right out of high school, and lived a

happy four years with her husband and daughter. At 24, her

husband was murdered, and she was left a single mother to

support both herself and her daughter. She works two jobs

to ensure she can make her bills, but values her daughter

above everything else in life.

I personal
NN entertainment

high school student
widow/single mother
2 jobs/sinige mother

entertainment

the STUDENT T oz

The STUDENT is the daughter of a 5 person PriOrties s
family. She is local high school student who
enjoys extra-ciricular activities and living an
active lifestyle. She still is very close to her
family and lives at home with her parents and
2 younger brothers

N | personal

high school student

the KID

The KID is a 13 year
old boy who just started
jr. high school. He loves
sports and to be outside.
He is apart of a divorced
family and lives with his
dad outside of the city on
weekdays.

N entertainment
R personal

new school

elementary student

O



Protagonist Stories

Mixed-Use, Multi-Family Housing in Chicago

(@neprme

£ASPIRING

ECOLLEGE
ACTOR

tOFFICE
STUDENT ASSISTANT

-
-



Protagonist Stories

Mixed-Use, Multi-Family Housing in Chicago
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Student Agency & Hierarchy

Students choose topical projects
e Habitat for Humanity
e Audubon Society
e Starkville Strong
e Mississippi’s Toughest Kids

Memorial Studio - Alternative studio practices
e Researching topics important to them
Selecting their final memorial topic
Presentations as “conversations” not juries
Students select readings, podcasts, and videos on empathy and ethics
Students develop assignments and requirements and how graded



Conclusion

Impact
e Developing empathy

Agency
e Ethics and empathy improves academics as well as agency

Self-Reflection
e |Importance of reflections and reciprocity

Learning about others
e Research about needs of others
e Empathy and ethics must be taught and used together

Still some othering tendencies
e Architects must understand life and the human form in relation to space as a part of
developing empathy as examined by Pallasmaa, Mallgrave, Robinson, and Gallese in
“Architecture and Empathy.”
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